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ESB 2025 General 
Assembly

Warm Welcome!

Attendance list will be taken on 
entry to General Assembly 2025

Agenda
▪ Approval of the Agenda
▪ Approval of the 2023 General Assembly minutes
▪ President Report
▪ European IUSBSE Fellows
▪ WBC 2032 Update
▪ Election of new Honorary members
▪ ESB awards
▪ ESB Education Awards
▪ Treasurer Report
▪ Auditor Report
▪ ESB Journal update
▪ YSF Update
▪ Affiliated Societies update
▪ Communication activities update
▪ Industrial partnership update
▪ Future ESB meetings (2026-2029)
▪ Council Elections 
▪ A.O.B.

Approval of the 2023 
GA Minutes
Sandra Van Vlierberghe

2023 GA Minutes 
(available @ our website)
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President Report

Nicholas Dunne

Current Council
▪ President: Nicholas Dunne (Ireland)
▪ Vice-President: Cristina Barrias (Portugal)
▪ Secretary: Sandra van Vlierberghe (Belgium)
▪ Treasurer: Silvia Farè (Italy)
▪ Education: Elzbieta Pamula (Poland)
▪ ESB Journal: Cristina Barrias
▪ Affiliated (National) Societies: Maria Grazia Raucci (Italy)
▪ Communication: Jérôme Sohier (France)
▪ Industrial Liaison: Matteo D’Este (Switzerland)
▪ Conferences & YSF: Niloofar Tahmasebi (The Netherlands)
▪ Past President: Ana Paula Pêgo (Portugal)

ESB Membership

▪ Current membership: >1,400 members

▪ Majority obtained membership via registration for the
conference; a small part through registration at the ESB website

▪ Advantages of being a member:
▪ International visibility
▪ Networking opportunities (new website)
▪ Biomaterials Science Journal (discount access)
▪ YSF Support & Mentorship
▪ Education Awards
▪ Sponsor members to organize sessions at

conferences/events to increase visibility of ESB and
Biomaterials

Engagement with Peers

▪ Engagement with National Societies

▪ Joint special symposium hosted by ESB and national affiliated societies
@WBC2024 - “Advanced Biomaterials with sensing properties to overcome the
XXI century health challenges”

▪ Series of webinar events – National Affiliated Societies and Sister Societies

▪ Engagement with IUSBSE (President: Joachim Kohn and Secretary:
Marc Bohner)

▪ Meetings every trimester

▪ MOU with CSBM, TERMIS-EU, FEMS

▪ WBC 2024 & WBC 2028 Organization

▪ Commission to define WBC bidding process – WBC2028 & WBC2032 Bids

▪ Fellows (inducted @WBC2024)

Ki Dong Park
Chair of Organizing Committee

WBC 2024

▪ ESB International Award
symposium – Jason Burdick

▪ Joint special symposium
hosted by ESB and the
national affiliated societies -
“Advanced Biomaterials with
sensing properties to
overcome the XXI century
health challenges”

11

European IUSBSE 
Fellows
Nicholas Dunne
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IUSBSE Fellows 2024

Iulian 
Antoniac

Aldo R.
Boccaccini

Gianluca
Ciardelli

Marc
Bohner

Nicholas
Dunne

Pamela 
Habibovic

Lorenzo
Moroni

Miguel 
Oliveira

Ana
Pego

José Carlos 
Rodríguez-Cabello

Nomination of a new 
IUSBSE Fellows

Call for 
nominations

Applications 
evaluated by 

Fellows 
Committee (EU)

Checked for 
eligibility

Rank list 
ratified by ESB 

Council

Rank list sent to 
IUSBSEIUSBSE votes

Q3 2027Q4 2027
Q3 2027

Q2 2027
Q1 2027Q2-Q4 2026

Abhay Pandit - Coordinator of the European Fellows Selection Committee 

WBC 2032
Update

Nicholas Dunne

Proposal to host
14th World Biomaterials 

Congress
Rome, Italy 2032

16

World Biomaterials Congress
WBC 2032

European Society for Biomaterials - Bid

Engagement - ESB National 
Affiliated Societies
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• Italian Society for Biomaterials (SIB)
• Official host of WBC 2032 on behalf of the ESB and the European

National Affiliated Societies.
• United effort to deliver a scientifically outstanding congress, rooted

in innovation, commercialisation, and clinical translation.

• ESB and European National Affiliated Societies:
• Shared expertise and direct involvement in congress planning de-risk

the organization amid geopolitical uncertainties or unforeseen
events

Collaborative framework ensures robust, flexible, and 
resilient foundation for successful planning and 

execution of WBC 2032.

LUIGI AMBROSIO

• Emeritus Research 
Director of CNR

• ESB President (8 years)
• ESB2005 Chair
• CESB2013 Chair
• Exec. Comm.  ICFBSE
• FBSE, FAIMBE, FEAMBES, 

FEurASc

PARTNERS | ESB & 12 NATIONAL AFFILIATED SOCIETIES
▪ 3,000–5,000 Biomaterials Science experts supporting the bid

▪ Extensive event expertise: ESB Conferences, CESB, Webinars, World

Biomaterials Congress

SILVIA FARÉ

• Full Professor @ 
Politecnico di Milano

• President of SIB
• ESB Council member 

(2017-2021)
• ESB Treasurer (2021-

2025)
• ESB2025 Congress

MARIA GRAZIA RAUCCI

• Research Director 
@IPCB-CNR

• ESB Council member 
(2021-2025) - Liaison 
Officer of National 
Affiliated Societies for 
Biomaterials

• SIB Council member

WBC2032 Chairs & Partners

ROMA “Caput Mundi” 
(Head of the World)

By choosing Rome, a city that bridges continents and cultures, WBC 2032 affirms its mission 
as a truly global Congress, embracing inclusivity and worldwide collaboration

▪ Submitted LOI with  All 
Presidents’ signatures

▪ IUSBSE meeting  in Rio De 
Janeiro - COLAOB 2025 
conference 26 – 29 Aug. 2025 

WBC 2032 Full Proposal Submission 

Deadline: August 2026

▪ ESB Participation:
▪ Silvia Farè
▪ Maria Grazia Raucci
▪ Luigi Ambrosio
▪ Nicholas Dune
▪ Ana Paula Pego

WBC 2032 - Next Steps

Election of Honorary 
Members

Nicholas Dunne

Honorary Members

“Section 2. Honorary members

Honorary membership can be awarded to any person who has given 
the Society particularly meritorious services or who has made a 
significant contribution to research in the field of biomaterials. 
Honorary members are proposed by the Council and are elected by the 
members of the Society.

Honorary members are entitled to vote and to be elected to the Council.”

Byelaws of the ESB
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Proposed Honorary 
Members

Karine Anselme Mario Barbosa Joëlle Amédée

Scientific ESB Awards
2024-2025
Nicholas Dunne

▪ George Winter Award for outstanding contribution
to the field of biomaterials

▪ Jean Leray Award for outstanding contribution to
the field of biomaterials by early-career researcher

▪ International Award for outstanding biomaterials
scientist outside Europe with close ties with ESB

▪ Klaas de Groot Award for distinct ability to provide
mentorship and guidance to young researchers

ESB Scientific Awards Scientific Awards 
Committee 2024

Elizabeth 
Tanner

Miroslawa 
El Fray

Peter 
Dubruel

2023 George 
Winter 

Awardee
Marc Bohner

Congratulations
to 2024 Awardees

George Winter 
Awardee

Aldo R. Boccaccini

International
Award

Jason Burdick

Klaas de Groot
Award

Geoff Richards

Scientific Awards 
Committee 2025

Maria Pau 
Ginebra

Miroslawa 
El Fray

Peter 
Dubruel

Lucy di 
Silvio

2024 George 
Winter Awardee

Aldo R. Boccaccini
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Congratulations
to 2025 Awardees

George Winter 
Awardee

Molly Stevens

International
Award

Xingdong Zhang

Jean Leray
Award

Andrew Daly

Klaas de Groot
Award

Liz Tanner

This sponsorship is made possible through 
the kind donation provided by the AO 
following the ESB 2023 conference.

George Winter Award 
Sponsorship

AO is the new sponsor of the ESB George Winter Award

▪ Deadline January 9, 2026
▪ Nomination:

▪ Name and address of the nominating member
▪ Name, address and affiliation of the nominee
▪ Statement by the nominating member describing the reasons

for nomination
▪ Curriculum Vitae (maximum 3 pages) of the nominee,

including a link to the list of publications
▪ Per award, an ESB member can nominate one person per year
▪ Multiple nominations of the same person are not required
▪ Jean Leray Award rules have been reviewed in 2020
▪ Re-nomination of candidates is possible

Nomination 2026

From Iran: Tara Shekari 

From India: Prasoon Madhukar, Medha Bhattacharyya, 
Dimpy Bhardwaj, Garima Malik, Murli Manohar, Akhilesh 
Agrawal, Alaka Panicker, Pankaj Sharma, and Yusuf Waidi

Rudolf Cimdins Scholarship 2025

10 awardees from two different countries

Awardees notified during the YSF General Assembly (Monday, 8 Sept., 18:15 - 19:15)

This scholarship is given by the ESB council and covers the full ESB conference registration fee of students (Bachelor, 
Master or PhD) who would otherwise not be able to attend the conference, as they come from a poorly funded 
country/group = Human Development Index (HDI) < 0.850. 

(Next call 15 June 2026)

34

2024 Julia Polak Doctorate Awards

Cristina 
Casadidio

Utrecht University & University 
of Camerino, The 
Netherlands/Italy

Claudia 
Martins

i3S, University of Porto, 
Portugal

Nathan 
Carpentier

Ghent University, Belgium

Amir Abdo
University of Galway, 
CÚRAM SFI, Ireland

Manon Minsart
Ghent University, Belgium

Isabella Nymann 
Westensee

Aarhus University, Denmark

Saeid 
Moghassemi
UCLouvain, Belgium

Lenny Van 
Daele

Ghent University, Belgium

Lana 
Van Damme

Ghent University, Belgium

9 awardees 2024

Winners notified during the YSF General Assembly (Monday, 8 Sept., 18:15 - 19:15) 35

2025 Julia Polak Doctorate Awards

Ilijana 
Kovrlija

Riga Technical University, 
Latvia

Quinten 
Thijssen

Ghent University, 
Belgium

Ksenia 
Menshikh

University of Eastern Piemont, 
Italy

Flavia 
Caronna

University of Galway,
Ireland

Arezoo 
Dadashzadeh 

Université Catholique de Louvain, 
Belgium

Agnese 
Lucchetti

RWTH Aachen University, 
Germany

Ana 
Spencer

University of Porto, i3S 
Institute, Portugal

Mina 
Aleemardani 

University of Sheffield, UK

Abhishek Rajesh 
Indurkar

Riga Technical University, 
Latvia

Cátia F. 
Monteiro

University of Aveiro, 
Portugal

16 awardees 2025

Winners notified during the YSF General Assembly (Monday, 8 Sept., 18:15 - 19:15) 36
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2025 Julia Polak Doctorate Awards

Paula Milena 
Giraldo

University of Gothenburg, 
Sweden

Adam Turner
University of Gothenburg, 

Sweden

Miguel Pereira da Silva
University of Coimbra, Portugal & 

University of Santiago de Compostela, 
Spain

Ana Iglesias 
Mejuto

University of Santiago de 
Compostela, Spain

Eva Carvalho
University of Porto, i3S 

Institute, Portugal

Gregor Miklosic
ETH Zurich, Switzerland

16 awardees 2025

Winners notified during the YSF General Assembly (Monday, 8 Sept., 18:15 - 19:15)

(Next call 31st January 2026)

37

Racquel LeGeros Awards

202520242023

National University of 
Science and Technology 
Politehnica Bucharest, 

Romania

Sara 
Bernardoni

ISSMC-CNR, Faenza, Italy

Mariana 
Magalhães 

Instituto de Investigação e 
Inovação em Saúde, 

Universidade do Porto, Portugal

University Medical 
Center Utrecht, The 

Netherlands

Julia Siminska-
Stanny Université libre de 

Bruxelles, Belgium

University of Oxford, 
United Kingdom

Utrecht University, 
The Netherlands

Elisa Martins
University of Aveiro, 

Portugal

1 awardee 2023, 2 awardees 2025 and 1 awardee 2025 (Next call 30th November 2025)

Winners notified during the YSF General Assembly (Monday, 8 Sept., 18:15 - 19:15)
38

Education Awards 2024 - 2025 

▪ Julia Polak European Doctorate Awards

▪ 9 awardees 2024 and 16 awardees 2025

▪ Winners notified during the YSF General Assembly (8 Sept., 18:15 - 19:15)

▪ Racquel LeGeros Award

▪ 1 awardee 2023, 2 awardee 2024, 1 awardee 2025 (next deadline 30th
November)

▪ Winners notified during the YSF General Assembly (8 Sept., 18:15 - 19:15)

▪ Rudolf Cimdins Scholarships

▪ 10 awardees

▪ Winners notified during the YSF General Assembly (8 Sept., 18:15 - 19:15)

Presentation Awards during the ESB conference

Four Best Student Oral Presentations – ESB
Four Best Student Poster Presentations – ESB

Four Best Student Oral/Poster Presentations – MDPI, Nanomaterials
Six Best Student Oral/Poster Presentations – Frontiers, 

Frontiers in Bioengineering and Biotechnology
Six Best Student Oral/Poster Presentations – MPS 

Four Best Student Oral Presentations – Journal of Nanobiotechnology, BMC 

Winners will be notified during the ESB Closing Ceremony (Thursday, 11 Sept., 12:30 - 13:30)

Education Awards 2025 

Treasurer Report

Silvia Farè

Accounting 2023, 2024
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Revenues & Expenses 2023 Revenues & Expenses 2024

Vote Vote

Is anyone against
the account reports from 2023 and 2024?

Accounting 2025 
(ongoing)

Revenues & Expenses 2025
(provisional)
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Budget 2026 

Budget 2026

Vote

Is anyone against
the ESB budget for 2026?

Membership

Silvia Farè

Membership

Journal Update

Cristina Barrias
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Exploring the science of biomaterials
and their translation towards clinical use

Editor-in-Chief: Jianjun Cheng
(Westlake University, China)

Journal Update

Article submissions: 1730 
Article publications: 415
Impact Factor: 5.7 
5-year Impact Factor: 6.0 
CiteScore: 11.4
Time to first decision (all decisions): 13 days
Time to first decision (peer reviewed only): 37 days
*Metrics for 2024

ESB Official Journal @biomatersci.rsc.org 

Khuloud Al-Jamal, King’s College London, UK

Nasim Annabi, University of California, Los Angeles, USA

Lino Ferreira, UC-Biotech, Portugal

Jöns Hilborn, Uppsala University, Sweden

Won-Gun Koh, Yonsei University, Korea

Shyni Varghese, Duke University, USA

Matthew Webber, University of Notre Dame, USA

Fujian Xu, Beijing University of Chemical Technology, China

Lichen Yin, Soochow University, China

Chuan Zhang, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, China

Editorial board members
Pamela Habibović, Maastricht University, The Netherlands
Xinyuan Zhu, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, China

Associate Editors

Editor-in-Chief
Jianjun Cheng, Westlake University, China Maria Southall, Executive Editor

Sophie Orchard, Deputy Editor

NEW in 2025

NEW in 2024

@biomatersci.rsc.org 

Journal Update

Biomaterials Science Lectureship Award

Li Tang
EPFL, Switzerland

‘Biomaterials Science is an excellent journal for 
publishing research in this area. It has a strong 

reputation for featuring high-quality, interdisciplinary 
work that bridges materials science, biology, and 

medicine.’

Nominations are welcome from anyone
Winner selected by the Biomaterial Science Editorial Board

An annual award to honour an early-stage career scientist who has made a significant 
contribution to the biomaterials field

@biomatersci.rsc.org 

Journal Update

Winner 2025

Journal Update

Themed Collections
BS Emerging Investigators Series

BS Open Access Spotlight

3D and 4D Bioprinting

Engineering soft materials for healthcare, energy & environment

Materials Developments in Cancer Therapeutics

Biomaterials for theranostics and tissue engineering

an official WBC2024 collection

ESB 2025 collection
Working in partnership with ESB to highlight some of the most interesting research 
from the conference and ESB members

• Will feature research presented at the ESB2025 conference: authors of 
selected abstracts have already been invited to submit their papers

• Will also feature papers from ESB members who have opted-in* to 
have their Biomaterials Science papers included.

* upon submission authors are  prompted to indicate whether they are an ESB 
member in good standing, and if they would like their paper added to the collection 
post-publication

• Once the collection is collated online it will be free to read until the 
2026 ESB conference. It will receive extensive promotion, via BS journal 
and ESB channels

. Submissions open now until 1 February 2026
To submit, contact: biomaterialsscience-rsc@rsc.org

Journal Update

Benefits to ESB Members

▪ All ESB members are eligible for a 15% discount on APCs 
in Biomaterials Science

▪ All RSC members are eligible for a 15% discount on APCs 
in all RSC journals

▪ A variety of funding and grants are available for RSC 
members

@biomatersci.rsc.org 

Journal Update
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Young Scientists 
Forum
Niloofar Tahmasebi Birgani

(Slides Dr. Arn Mignon - YSF Spokesperson)

▪ Promote biomaterials education and training in

Europe

▪ Provide a forum for communication among young

researchers in biomaterials

▪ Enhance collaborations and networks

▪ Promote meetings to encourage the

dissemination of information about education and

careers in biomaterials

YSF Aims

62

Current YSF Board

63 64

Budget 2024

YSF Finances

65

Budget 2025

YSF Finances

66
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YSF Activities – ESB 2025

67

YSF – Call for projects

68

YSF activities

https://www.linkedin.com/company/ysf-esb/

69

YSF Election

70

ESB 50th Anniversary 
Logo Competition

● Initiative for YSF members (members until the age of 40)

● Developing a logo for the 50th anniversary of ESB

● Welcoming creativity

● Final winner decided by the entire ESB community

● Deadline: 31st of January 2026

● Further submission details will be announced by ESB and YSF (Newsletter /

LinkedIn)

71

National Affiliated 
Societies Initiatives

Maria Grazia Raucci
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Engagement with 
National Affiliated 

Societies



10/09/2025

14

Communication 
Activities Update

Jérôme Sohier

https://www.esbiomaterials.eu/
▪ Latest updates from the ESB!

▪ Events, Newsletters, Awards

▪ Academic / Research positions

▪ Members highlights / Profile center

Keep it up to date (please) !

▪ Let us know for any issue / question / suggestions

 CommunicationOfficer@esbiomaterials.eu

Website

User increase

Beware of PHISHING attempts

xx11x11x-11x1-1x1x-x11-xxx1x1x11xx1

email.address@institute.com

https://www.esbiomaterials.eu/
▪ Improvements

▪ Change password / get user ID number

▪ ESB industrial partners

▪ Share button to social media

▪ Social media updates

Website

▪ 1877 followers

▪ Main tweets about:
▪ YSF retweets
▪ Relevant biomaterials journals
▪ Awards received by ESB members
▪ ESB conferences

Follow us @ESBiomaterials

Social media

▪ New LinkedIn account !

▪ 2013 followers !

▪ Provides you with the latest news !

Follow us 

european-society-for-biomaterials

Industrial Liaison 
Officer  Report
Matteo D’Este

Industrial partners of ESB conferences get their logo on the ESB 

website until the conference



10/09/2025

15

Two Sessions took place on Tuesday

▪ Sustainability and Circular Economy as drivers of new (bio)materials 

development

▪ Sex-related design aspects in biomaterials research and applications

Contributions from clinicians, academic and industrial researchers, EU

commission, World Resources Forum, specialists of sustainability in

hospitals, patient voices.

Future ESB Meetings

Niloofar Tahmasebi

87 88

Andrés J. García,
Kristi S. Anseth Co-Chairs

Contribution of the European community is important.

Prepare your best abstracts!! 89 90
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2026: Antwerp (ESB)

2027: Uppsala (ESB)

2028: Washington (WBC)

2029: Newcastle &

Gateshead  (ESB)

Future ESB/WBC Meetings Hosting Conference

▪ Conference guidelines on website
https://esbiomaterials.eu/cms/content/hosting-
esb

▪ Next bid: ESB 2031

▪ Deadline for bid submission: Jan 31st, 2026

▪ Contact: 
LiaisonConferenceOfficer@esbiomaterials.eu

ESB Endorsement

▪ ESB is willing to support biomaterial-related 
initiatives (conferences, workshops, etc.)

▪ https://esbiomaterials.eu/cms/content/esb-
endorsement

▪ Contact: 
LiaisonConferenceOfficer@esbiomaterials.eu

Council Elections 2025

Nicholas Dunne & Liz Tanner

Current Council

▪ Silvia Farè (elected in 2017 and 2021)
▪ Cristina Barrias (elected in 2021)
▪ Matteo D’Este (elected in 2021)
▪ Maria Grazia Raucci (elected in 2021)
▪ Sandra van Vlierberghe (elected in 2021)
▪ Nicholas Dunne (elected in 2019 and 2023)
▪ Niloofar Tahmasebi Birgani (elected in 2023)
▪ Elżbieta Pamuła (elected in 2023)
▪ Jérôme Sohier (elected in 2023)
▪ Ana Paula Pêgo (Past President)

Vote

• Four candidates for re-election
• Cristina Barrias (elected in 2021)
• Matteo D’Este (elected in 2021)
• Maria Grazia Raucci (elected in 2021)
• Sandra van Vlierberghe (elected in 2021)

• Five new candidates
• Maria CHATZINIKOLAIDOU
• Cecilia PERSSON
• Liliana MOREIRA TEIXEIRA
• Izabela-Cristina STANCU
• Regine WILLUMEIT-RÖMERR

Online vote :
17th-31st March 2025
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Vote Results

ELECTED

Matteo D'ESTE

Sandra VAN VLIERBERGHE

Cristina BARRIAS

Maria Grazia RAUCCI

TIE

Maria CHATZINIKOLAIDOU

Cecilia PERSSON

→ Second ballot 
required

Second ballot

New Council

▪ Cristina Barrias (elected in 2021)
▪ Matteo D’Este (elected in 2021)
▪ Maria Grazia Raucci (elected in 2021)
▪ Sandra van Vlierberghe (elected in 2021)
▪ Nicholas Dunne (elected in 2019 and 2023)
▪ Niloofar Tahmasebi Birgani (elected in 2023)
▪ Elżbieta Pamuła (elected in 2023)
▪ Jérôme Sohier (elected in 2023)
▪ TBC
▪ Ana Paula Pêgo (Past President)

Council Change

Nicholas Dunne

Current Council

THANK YOU

Silvia Farè 

New Council Functions

▪ Will be decided upon and communicated to the

members via a newsletter in the next month.
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THANK YOU!


